


A BRAZILIAN ELEGTION ON STREET LEVEL

A Brazilian election is not simply a political battle. It is a battle between
the politicians who buy votes and those who don't. In the favela of Rabbit
Town, inner city Recife, it’s a fight between the two local rivaling leaders
Clovis and Carlos: A dedicated social worker and an ambitious radio
host.

‘Battle of Rabbit Town’ follows Clovis’ and Carlos’ campaign for two
opposing politicians during the tough election for government of Recife
2004. The Danish documentary presents a rarely seen look into the
political back alleys of Brazil, where a vote can be bought for a t-shirt or
a personal favour. And it shows how commitment and dedication thrives
amidst despair and corruption.

The power struggle in Rabbit Town mirrors a profound conflict in Brazil
between the tradition of vote-buying and the struggle for genuine
demoaggagy. Through an intimate portrait of two local leaders, Battle of
Rab,bitél’é_’cxn raises fundamental questions about democracy and
L« Poverty, belween ideals and reality.
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When it is election time, politics invade‘rything in the
poor communities of the favelas. The neighbourhoods are
plastered with propaganda, angl people dress up in
colourful T-shirts with candidate’s names on. It looks like
a football match, but it is ng'tjust for fun. It is very much
a question about food on the table. The election is the
chance to get the politicians t6 c"o'nt‘r‘wute to the
community - and to individuals. Only at election time the
poor communities have éomething that somebody else
needs: The votes.
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' 10 000 PEGPLE LIVE IN THE FAVELA |
“RABBIT TOWN"
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One election. Two rivalling local leaders ~
working for town hall politicians. And . :
two visions of politics. Welcome to ~ |‘
Battle of Rabbit Town :
3
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It’s election time in the poor urban community of Battle of Rabbit Town follows Clovis’ and Carlos’
Rabbit Town, Recife, Northern Brazil. Community conflicts, hopes and troubles during the election.
president Clovis Dindao, and Carlos Santos, local radio The dirty campaigning, the heated speeches, the vote-
host, support opposing political candidates for the city buying, the parades and the intense discussions
government elections of Recife. leading up the dramatic election night.

Beyond their political differences the two leaders The first hand perspective gives access to a world
have very different means and ends. Clovis struggles rarely seen, and demonstrates how Brazilian politics
to motivate the locals to participate in the democratic takes place in the streets - in a battle between passion
process, working the streets armed with his words. and principle, commitment and corruption.

Carlos is part of the prevailing system of exchanging
votes for money or favours, insisting on the importance
of improving things here and now. For the community
as well as himself.
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A man with a m|ssmn , . ‘A man with connections
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Clovis, social worker, works for communist candidate and 1 Carlos, local radio host, works for Ze Neves, the right-
community doctor Paolo Dantas. Agitating in slum bars, in winged president of the major football team Santa Cruz.
scruffy homes and on the streets, Clovis is a man with a Ze Nevez has made Carlos’ dream come true: He has given
mission: He fights for a transparent democracy where people him an FM-radio-transmitter. Now Carlos can outlive his true
vote out of personal conviction rather than from need of passion working as ‘radioalista’, a radioman and disc jockey.

money. Clovis is like a fish in the water talking politics - ! ;

especially on the bar with a beer. dTo show his gratitude to Ze Nevez, Carlos organises the
campaign and buys votes at night behind his house. For 5

Clovis is known as the go-to-guy and is elected community S Collars and a brand new football t-shirt, poor people

president of Coelhos. At night people come to Clovis’ home for #campaign for a politician whose name they hardly know.

advice or help. But Clovis is also critized in the community - i‘ Carlos has a hard time making his candldate and his

not least by Carlos - for not doing enough. " g. 4 - . campaigners happy. '., B Ry
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PERSPECTIVE

Battle of Rabbit Town is a film about
the clash between tradition and reform

in Brazilian politics - experienced first
hand.

Lately, Brazil has witnessed intense political battles The local power-struggle in Rabbit Town thus

between deeply rooted corruption and new democratic mirrors the complex conflict in Brazil between two
movements. The election of labour president Lula de fundamentally different perspectives in politics: on
Silva marked a new era in Brazilian politics. But though one side: an idealistic vision for the future and on the
many are struggling to overthrow the old “assistentiallist” other: daily survival. It shows a democracy torn
political system based on favours and economy, there's between money and political commitment. A dilemma
still a long way to go. - though extreme in Brazil - in no way limited to
Brazil. Battle of Rabbit Town offers a human
Community leaders such as Clovis and Carlos play a perspective on this complex issue, not merely
key role in Brazilian politics. They are the link between pointing the finger at the people who buy and sell

the politicians and the poor communities. As an interface  \gtes, but trying to understand.
between the favelas and the political system, the leaders

hold some power, but are very dependent on political

connections and favours to maintain their leadership.

This makes them a part of the solution as well as the

problem.



"The point of the film is not only showing the political
challenges for Brazilian democracy. It's as much a
matter of showing the human vision and dedication
that thrives regardless of the enormous challenges. It's
really a film about enthusiasm and political hope that
we often forget in the political discourse in western
democracies like Denmark.”

Christian Pagh, Directo

Filmmakers’s approach

The small Danish film crew spent four months with
the people of Rabbit Town, thereby becoming a part of
their everyday life. This makes Battle of Rabbit Town not
only a political drama, but a remarkable character
portrait. It shows another side of a neighbourhood
infamous for its violence and brutality: the political
passion and personal struggles.

The director’s vision is to give the spectator a chance to
witness the reality of Rabbit Town as unmediated as
possible. Rather than a talking-head film, the spectator is
invited inside the community of Rabbit Town. The film
borrows from both a journalistic tradition of critical
research, experimental documentary film-making as well
as a poetic film language inspired by fiction.

About the director

Christian Pagh is trained in film production at New York
University (2003) and Paris Université 8 (1999). Holding an MA in
Modern Culture & Philosophy, Christian has made a range of
short films, art projects and cultural initiatives in both Denmark
and abroad. He has acted in the feature films “L'auberge
Espagnol” (“The Spanish Appartment”) and “Les Poupées
Russes” (“The Russian Dolls”) by French director Cedric Klapisch.
He also works with cultural planning, concept design and visual
communication in his own company UiWe, DK.




ABOUT

Info
Duration: 55 min
Format: 4:3 Letterbox

Standard: PAL DVD / Digibeta
Language Portuguese (Brazil)
Subtitles: English
Sound: Stereo
Copyright: Denmark 2008/09

Battle of Rabbit Town

Directors: Christian Pagh with Thomas Bgttcher Camera: Christian Pagh
Sound: Thomas Battcher Editing: Christian Pagh, Yrsa Weddel, Waldir Xavier
Music: Matthew Dougherty With: Carlos Santos do Radio, Mario Clovis “Dindao”
Supported by: Danida, Danish Ministery of Education, MS Danish Association
of International Co-operation, Odense Filmvarksted, Haslund Film

Produced by: Pagh Production / UiWe

Contact
Uiwe

Christian Pagh, Director

M: aui |
P: +45 26 38 06 06

A: Fiolstraede 34 B, 2. Tv.
DK-1171 Copenhagen
Denmark

www.uiwe.dk
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See at www.battleofrabbitto
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